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Treat Homebound Patients?
Note New Medicaid Rules
for Certifying Patients,
Ordering Medical Equipment

(RODEO)
RETIRED OLE’
DOCTORS
EATING OUT
Retired Physicians
Luncheon
The luncheon held
on Tuesday, August
8th was very well
attended. Members
met at 4204 Main
Street Brewing. It was
the first time meeting
at this location and
everyone was satisfied
with the location
and food.

Earlier this year the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) released its final rule for Illinois’ home health
programs pertaining to Medicaid patients.
Here are the new requirements
that took effect in Illinois for dates
of service beginning July 1:
Currently, a certifying physician
must meet in person with a patient,
or have a “face-to-face” encounter,
prior to certifying the patient for
home health benefits. Now the
clinical findings of those
face-to-face
encounters
for the initial
ordering of
home health
services
must be

The next luncheon
will be on Tuesday,
November 14, 2017
at 4204 Main Street
Brewing Company,
4204 West Main
Street, Belleville.
Reservations can be
made by email @
stclairmed96@gmail.
com or by calling
618.397.5315.

documented in the patient’s
medical record and must be
written by the physician.
Physicians must now have faceto-face encounters with patients
to certify for home health aide
services, such as when patients
need aides to help them with
bathing, dressing, etc.   
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Physicians must now have face-toface encounters before ordering
certain medical equipment and
supplies. To view a list of items that
require in-person meetings with
patients prior to ordering go to
www.illinois.gov/hfs/siteCollectionD
ocument/7717CodesRequiringDME
F2FFinal.pdf.

Not adhering
to these new
requirements may result
in significant delays or denials
of services and/or medical
equipment. In other words,
patients will be unable to obtain
the care they need or the
supplies ordered, such as power
wheelchairs.
If you have questions, please
contact the ISMS advocacy
team with your questions at
800.782.4767 ext. 1470, or email
advocacy@isms.org.
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United Healthcare to Stop
Reimbursing for Certain
Consultation Services
Codes After October 1
Be prepared – United Healthcare
(UHC) is imposing a new
reimbursement policy:
Payment for certain outpatient and
inpatient consultation CPT services
codes (99241-99245 and 9925199255) will no longer be permitted
for claims with dates of service on
or after October 1, 2017.
Instead, UHC will reimburse the
appropriate level of evaluation and
management (E/M) procedure
code to describe the office visit,
hospital care, nursing facility care
or home service care. In other
words, services must be billed with
the most appropriate nonconsultation E/M code.
UHC’s plan to discontinue
reimbursement of consultation
services codes follows a similar
change that the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
implemented back in 2010.

@
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UnitedHealthcare states that the
eliminated reimbursement for
consultation codes is offset
through increased E/M procedure
code payment, as well as increased
compensation for specific codes
built into the relative value units
(RVU) formula.
For more information, access the
UHC Network Bulletins for June  
(Page 23) and July (Page 29).    
https://www.isms.org/News_and_
Publications/Publications/Physician_
Advocate/2017/0804/united/
ISMS would like to hear how this
policy may impact your practice.
Please contact us to share
your thoughts or concerns at
800.782.4767 ext. 1470, or by email.
You can also contact us if you
need help with the transition of
submitting reimbursable
procedure codes to UHC.
Source; ISMS Physician Advocate

Do we have your E-Mail Address?
Do you have an e-mail address that SCCMS/MCMS doesn’t
have on file? If so, please let us know. We’ll keep you
informed about legislative issues, society happenings,
and other organized medicine issues. It’s a great way to
communicate so be sure you forward your e-mail address
to the society office at stclairmed96@gmail.com or fax it to
618.397.1993 or write us at SCCMS, 6400 West Main Street
Suite 3-L, Belleville, IL 62223. Your e-mail address will be
kept confidential and will not be shared.
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Prescribers Can Designate
Others to Access the
Prescription Monitoring
Program

SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP
You will be receiving your
2018 dues invoice soon..
Please be sure to renew this
very important membership so
that you can continue enjoying
valuable membership benefits.
We remain unified with the
Illinois State Medical Society, so
when paying your dues do not
forget to include your ISMS dues.

Physicians can delegate authority to persons of their
choice to access the Prescription Monitoring Program
(PMP) if these conditions are met:

As members review their
annual dues statement and
consider their options for
dues payment you now can
choose to take advantage of
the Continuous Membership
Program. This initiative helps
you better control your cash
flow and spread your dues
payments throughout the year.
Should you have any
questions about renewing
your membership, you may
contact the SCCMS office at
618.397.5315 or Kris Johnson,
Director of ISMS membership
Services at 800.782.4767,
Direct Line 312.580.6441.

+ The designee must be employed
by the same hospital or health care
system, or employed by the same
practice as the prescriber.

The ultimate decision whether
or not to prescribe a controlled
substance still remains with
the prescriber.

+ The prescriber must ensure that
his or her designee is sufficiently
competent in using the PMP, and
that access is limited to authorized
purposes and the data is kept
confidential.

The PMP, a powerful and FREE
tool, can help you and your
medical team learn whether a
patient may already be getting
prescriptions for narcotics, or
has multiple prescriptions.

+ The prescriber is responsible for
any breach of confidentiality.

Questions about the PMP?
Call 217.524.1311.

BE PART
OF THE
SOLUTION
Join your County Medical
Society: St. Clair or Madison
and ISMS
Demonstrate your
commitment to a healthier
Illinois by completing your
membership application today
at stclairmed.com or isms.org.
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{

The ultimate decision whether or not
to prescribe a controlled substance
still remains with the prescriber.

}
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Is Disability Insurance Worth
the Added Expense?
Jeff Witz, CFP® | David Zemon | MEDIQUS Asset Advisors, Inc.

“Results. One client at a time.”

(sm)

One of the most frequent
can be used to pay for necessary
questions physicians ask is whether expenses and save for financial goals
or not supplemental disability
such as retirement.
insurance is really worth the added
Insurance can sometimes be viewed
expense given the potentially high
as an annoyance and something
premium payments.  In general,
rarely used. Yet most of
the simple answer is
Typically a disability us have car insurance and
usually YES! Long-term
insurance company is
health insurance. Why?
disability is often worth
willing to insure up to
To protect ourselves from
the added expense.
a severe financial loss in
A physician’s most
the event that something
valuable asset is their
unexpected happens.
ability to work in their
Disability insurance works
specialty field for an
the same way except it
extended period of time.
is protecting your MOST
Physicians can generate
valuable asset – your
of a physician’s
millions of dollars of
ability to practice medicine
pre-disability income
income throughout their
in your specialty field. Not
working lives, and it is
everyone’s circumstances
important to protect this earning
are the same. Some physicians
potential in the event of something
may be in the fortunate position of
physically catastrophic. Without the not needing disability insurance.
income generated from practicing
Speak with your financial advisor
medicine, a physician may need
or insurance agent to determine
to forfeit many of their financial
if long-term disability insurance is
goals such as purchasing a new
appropriate for you.  
home, paying for their children’s
Jeff Witz, CFP® and David Zemon
college educations, or even retiring
welcome readers’ questions.
comfortably. Long-term disability
They can be reached at
can ensure that many of these
800.883.8555 or at witz@mediqus.
goals are reached even in the event
of a long-term sickness or disability. com or zemon@mediqus.com.

60 –
70%

How does long-term disability
insurance work? Typically a disability
insurance company is willing to
insure up to 60-70% of a physician’s
pre-disability income. In the event of
a disability, the policy will pay out a
monthly benefit amount. These funds
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MEDIQUS Asset Advisors, Inc. and Ausdal
Financial Partners are independently owned and
operated. Investments are not FDIC-insured and
are not deposits of or guaranteed by a bank. The
material has been prepared or distributed solely
for information purposes and is not a solicitation
or an offer to buy any security or instrument or to
participate in any trading strategy.

MISSION
STATEMENTS
Madison County Medical Society
The mission of the Madison
County Medical Society is to be
an advocate  for the physicians
of Madison County and for the
health and well-being of the
patients we serve.
St. Clair County Medical Society
The St. Clair County Medical
Society acts as a liaison
between organized medicine
and the community,
representing its members
before county, city and state
officials. SCCMS promotes
quality medical service for the
citizens of St. Clair County.
The purpose of this society shall
be to promote the science and
the art of medicine and the
betterment of public health.
St. Clair/Madison County
Medical Society
6400 West Main Street
Suite 3-L
Belleville, Illinois 62223
Telephone: 618.397.5315
Email: stclairmed96@gmail.com
Website: stclairmed.com

IMPORTANT
PHONE
NUMBERS
St. Clair County Medical Society
618.397.5315
Illinois State Medical Society
800.782.4767
ISMIE Mutual Insurance Company
800.782.4767
Department of Financial Professional Regulations
Springfield Illinois 217.785.0880  
Chicago 312.814.4500
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September is
Childhood Cancer
Awareness Month

New Medicaid Managed
Care Organizations
Announced – Effective Jan. 1
The Rauner administration’s effort to re-structure the
Medicaid managed care system in Illinois hit a new
milestone last week. Bids were awarded to six insurers,
which will administer medical benefits to Medicaid
recipients across the state.

September is
Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Month

Currently, 12 insurers manage
benefits in 30 counties, covering
nearly two-thirds of Medicaid
recipients. Under the new plan,
80 percent of Medicaid enrollees
will be moved into managed care
across every county in Illinois.
The contracts will be effective
January 1, 2018. Medicaid recipients
who are already in managed care
will become part of one of the
new plans as of January 1, while
enrollees who are new to managed
care will join on April 1, 2018.

HAVE YOU
MOVED?
If you have relocated either
your office or residence
please don’t forget to let
the society office know. To
make sure we have your
correct contact information, send it to us by e-mail
at stclairmed96@gmail.
com or call the office at
618.379.5315.
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The winning insurers are:
+ Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
+ Harmony Health Plan
+ Molina Healthcare of Illinois
+ Meridian Health

+ IlliniCare Health Plan*
+ CountyCare**
ISMS’ Medicaid Managed Care
Organization Subcommittee is
analyzing Medicaid policy changes
that will accompany the restructured
program, and will closely monitor its
implementation.  ISMS will keep our
members up-to-date regarding these
changes as details become available.
If you have questions, please
contact our member advocacy
team at 800.782.4767 ext. 1470,
or by email.
In addition to operating statewide, Illinicare will
cover children in the custody of the Illinois
Department of Children and Family Services
*

CountyCare will operate in Cook County only

**

Source: Physician Advocate
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Before Prescribing Narcotics
for Pain Management,
Consider ISMS’ Resource – a
Patient-Doctor Agreement
We have heard from numerous members seeking a
sample patient-doctor agreement that physicians can
employ prior to prescribing controlled substances.  
We heard you! ISMS’ new Model
Pain Management Agreement is
now available for download.
This pact contains 22 conditions
that patients must promise
to meet in order to receive a
prescription for a controlled
substance. One of the conditions
states that failure to comply
may result in termination from
a practice.

This ISMS medical legal guideline is a member
provided benefit and is password protected.
If you need to request a username and
password, contact online support at 888-4767776 or onlinehelp@isms.org between 8:30
a.m. and 4:45 p.m. After-hours requests are
answered promptly the next business day.
You may also register online or retrieve your
username or password.

St. Clair County Medical Society
Membership Meeting
Thursday, September 14, 2017
Registration 6:30 p.m.
Dinner/Program 7:00 p.m.
Bella Milano
455 Regency Park, O’Fallon IL.  
St. Clair County Medical Society
Membership Meeting
Thursday, October 5, 2017
Registration 6:30 p.m.
Dinner/Program 7:00 p.m.
Bella Milano
455 Regency Park, O’Fallon IL.
Madison County Medical
Society Membership Meeting
Thursday October 12, 2017

Source: ISMS Physician Advocate

WE WANT
TO HEAR
FROM YOU

This model agreement can be
used for both new and existing
patients, and requires signatures
of the patient, the physician
and a witness.

If you have a unique service
or treatment that you offer in
your practice, we would like
to highlight you in one of our
newsletters. This is a great
opportunity for you to inform
other practices about what you
do and the service you provide.  

If you have questions, please
contact the ISMS Legal
Department at 800.782.4767
or send an email.

If you are interested, please
submit an article that we will
feature in the SCCMS/MCMS
Newsletter along with your
photo on the front cover. We
will schedule a photo shoot
if needed.

The Newsletter for the St. Clair County Medical Society and the Madison County Medical Society is
published monthly except during July and August. The society does not assume responsibility for
statements, content or opinions of authors, and the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
St. Clair County Medical Society or the Madison County Medical Society, the editor, editor board, Board of
Directors or staff. Any article containing medical or legal information printed does not constitute medical
or legal advice. Readers should consult with their physician or attorney for medial or legal advice.

Call today
to reserve
your space.

Advertisements and Articles are accepted at the society office. All advertising copy and submissions
must be received by the 10th of the month prior the publication month – e.g. FEBRUARY 10th for the
February publication. To reserve space contact Elaine Hoffmann at 618.397.5315.
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The key to the best medical liability
insurance coverage for your group.
ISMIE.
It’s no secret that ISMIE is the best company to provide for your group’s medical liability insurance
needs. Our policyholders and their professional risk managers expect a lot from their medical liability
insurance company: flexible coverage, proactive claims strategies, excellent service, and hands-on risk
management. They know that ISMIE is all of those things and we have a key understanding of the
challenges our policyholders face due to a shifting healthcare environment.
Protecting the practice of medicine since 1976.

If you want the key to the best medical liability coverage for your group,
contact our professional underwriting staff at 800-782-4767, ext. 3350 or
e-mail us at underwriting@ismie.com. Visit our website at www.ismie.com.
© 2016 ISMIE Mutual Insurance Company
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